
 

Mountrath  Ballyfin  
Online  Newsletter 

      

3rd  -  4th Amy 2025 

3rd  Sunday of Easter   
 

The Conclave to elect a new pope, successor            
to Pope Francis is scheduled to begin on this         
coming Wed. 7th May at the Sistine Chapel in     
the Vatican in Rome.  As of 21st April there                              

are 252 cardinals, 135 of whom are               
cardinal electors. We join our prayers with 

theirs as they undertake this enormous task    
of electing the 267th successor of St. Peter.  

 

 “Come Holy Spirit  
and fill the hearts of your faithful” 



 

Mountrath  Ballyfin  

Online  Newsletter 
(Online from Early Saturday mornings)  

 

Fr. P.J. Fitzgerald  S.P.S  C.C.  (087) 605 5783   

 Fr. Joe Brophy   P.P.       (087)  241 1594 

Website  www.mountrathparish.ie  

or   www.ballyfinparish.ie 

 Email jmbrophy2@gmail.com   

   Name of Parish App.   

 Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes 



 
 

Paddy Lowry, Kiln Lane  R.I.P. 

Funeral Mass in Mountrath Church  

on Mon. 5th May  at. 10.00 am  

  
 

 Marie Murphy (Nee Delaney)  

Clonadacasey, Mountrath  

R.I.P. 

Funeral Masss in Sts. Peter and Paul 

Church, Portlaoise 

Monday 5th May  12. midday 

 

May Paddy and Marie  

Rest in the peace of Christ 



 

 

Pat Tynan, Borris Little, Portlaoise  

(Kilbricken)   R.I.P.    

                                                                                    
We pray for Pat who died peacefully on Mon. 28th April.                              

Pat’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 

Portlaoise on Thurs. 1st May followed by burial in Sts. Peter and 

Paul Cemetery, Portlaoise.  We extend sympathy to Marie,                          

son Ronan, daughter Orla, mother Joan, brothers Noel and Eddie, 

Sisters Pauline, Caroline, Annette and Joan, brothers-in-law,                                    

sisters-in-law, aunts, nieces, nephews, relatives, neighbours, 

friends and his work colleagues and customers in Peig's Bar, 

Portlaoise.       

 

May Pat rest in the peace of Christ.  

  



                   
 

Safeguarding Children Parish Reps.             

Ballyfin Parish     

 Triona O’Rourke       Peter Byrne 
 

Mountrath Parish.  

Caroline Moore     Pacelli Walsh      

                                               

  Diocesan Designated Liaison Person   

Ms. Ailish Higgins.             

 Deputy Diocesan Liaison Person:  

    Ms Michelle Hughes c/o 
 

Bishop’s Hse, Dublin Rd, Carlow   Phone  085 802 1633 
 



                   
 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include 

your own name as the reference.  



                   
 

 

  

   National 

 Novena  

to the  

Most Sacred 
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 of Jesus 
 



                    

   

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 



                    

   

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 



                    

   

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 



                  

SYNOD NEWS:  

Be Part of the Conversation 

What are the priorities for us as members of the                                        

Church in Ireland? 

· In 2022 Church members across Ireland identified key themes 

· In 2023-2024 the Universal Synod addressed these themes 

Now in 2025 you are invited to name the priorities for action arising from 

them for the Irish Church 

HOW:  

Watch a series of short videos or the compilation video outlining the 

themes on www.synod.ie/resources-for-spring-gatherings-2025/  

or via the QR code (less than 10 mins in total) 

- Consider the question: What themes are emerging for you? 

- REGISTER 

- Come to a meeting to share your feedback and to listen to others 
 

WHEN AND WHERE:  

Tuesday, 1st April, 7:00 pm Tea/Coffee 7:30-9:30 Listening Session                                             

Mount St Anne’s Retreat and Conference Centre, Killenard, Co. Laois.  
 

REGISTER:  

Book your place at fds@kandle.ie /0599164084 



 

 Jubilee Year 

 2025  

“We are  

Pilgrims 

of  

Hope” 



  

Jubilee year 

Pilgrims of Hope 



  

 Jubilee Year 2025.    

 We are “Pilgrims of Hope” 
 

With the opening of the Holy Door of Saint Peter’s Basilica on Christmas Eve, the Holy Year was 
begun. Across the world, the Jubliee Year began on the feast of the  Holy Family.       (Sun. 29th 

Dec. 2024) To echo the theme of hope, Pope Francis is calling on us all to renew the hope of 
Christ, using Saint Paul the Apostle as a guide for this  special year. 

 

The Jubilee Prayer 
Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son, Jesus Christ,  

our brother, and the flame of charity  enkindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,  

reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom. 

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel. 

May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure  

expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when, with the powers of                   

  evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally. 

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us,  

Pilgrims of Hope,  

a yearning for the treasures of heaven. 

May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer                                         

throughout the earth. 

To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever.  Amen. 
 

  We are pilgrims on a journey,  fellow travellers on the road 
We are here to help each other,  walk the mile and bear the load  

(From the Servant Song by Richard Gillard) 



 

   



 

 The Jubilee Prayer 

Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son, 

 Jesus Christ, our brother, 

 and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts  

by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope  

for the coming of your Kingdom. 

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators  

of the seeds of the Gospel. 

May those seeds transform from within both humanity  

and the whole cosmos in the sure expectation  

of a new heaven and a new earth,  

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,  

your glory will shine eternally. 

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us,  

Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the treasures of heaven. 

May that same grace spread the joy and peace of  

our Redeemer throughout the earth. 

To you our God, eternally blessed,  

be glory and praise for ever.  Amen. 

  



 

 

 

Confirmation  

2025   

 

Ballyfin Parish  



 

Confirmation 
Catechesis 

 

with Confirmation Candidates and 

their parents continues following 

10.00 am Sunday Mass on the 

 following dates 

 4th May     18th May 



 

Celebrating the Sacrament  

of Reconciliation  

with  

Confirmation Candidates  

and their families 

Wed. 14th May  

at 

St. Fintan’s Church, Ballyfin 

7.00 pm 



 

 

Ceremony of Confirmation                     

in Ballyfin Parish will be  

celebrated in St. Fintan’s Church, 

Ballyfin  

on Fri. 23rd May 2025 

 

Ceremony will commence at  11.00 am 

 

The Ceremony of Confirmation will be led by 

 Bishop Denis Nulty 



 

    

  

Parish  

News 

 

 

 
 



 

    

  

  

Parish Visitation May  

Thurs. 1st          Ballyfin Parish 

Tues. 6th    
 Mountrath Country 

Wed. 7th        Mountrath Town 

 



 

  

  

  

       March for Life 2025 
 

The March for Life 2025, organised by the Pro Life Campaign 

takes place on Monday, 5th May in Dublin at 2pm (Meeting 

point: St Stephen’s Green).  It is being held to draw attention 

to the rapidly increasing abortion rates in Ireland and call for 

support for pregnant women and their babies.  The event will 

be suitable for families and have excellent speakers. 

Join us in standing up for mothers and their unborn                          

babies!  For more information and to check out bus  

transport to the event.  

See  www.marchforlife.ie 

  



 

  

  

  

Conclave for New Pope 

The Conclave to elect a new pope, successor                

to Pope Francis is scheduled to begin on this 

coming Wed. 7th May at the Sistine Chapel in the 

Vatican in Rome.  As of 21st April there are 252 

cardinals, 135 of whom are cardinal electors. 

We join our prayers with theirs as they                          

undertake this enormous task of electing                   

the 267th successor of St. Peter 

    “Come Holy Spirit  

and fill the hearts of your faithful” 



 

    

    
 

A Note from DLI 
(Drama League Ireland) 

 
We in Drama World are much saddened to hear of the                              

recent death of Michael Joe Ginnelly, author of                                       

“Wake in the West”                                                            

which was staged in November of last year                                                

by Ballyfin Drama Group.  

Michael wrote this play in 2005. 

Michael, thanks for the fun and laughter you have given                   

us  – and to so many over the years. 

 



 

    

  Tax Back Scheme    Mountrath Parish 
 

Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you support-

ed the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. We are 

deeply grateful.   

Donations to Mountrath Parish of over €250 have the potential to increase 

your contribution to Parish funds by 31% through participation in the Tax Back 

Scheme.  It is of huge benefit to the Parish if we know the amount parishion-

ers donate and the name of the donors.  Hence this year we are sending out 

numbered boxes to all households            in the Parish. 

We sent out CHY3 Forms to eligible parishioners ( who donated over € 250 ) 

for the first time in 2023 and we were able to claim back over € 13,739 for 

the years 2021  and 2022 . This is of immense benefit to the Parish. Thank you 

to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much appreciated.  
 

  If you receive a CHY3 Form later on in the Spring please consider completing 

the   details and returning it . If you would like more information please con-

tact me. 

If you are already part of the Tax Back Scheme — Thank You  
 

If you are not yet part of the tax back Scheme, I ask you to consider becoming 

part of it   -  It is of huge benefit to the Parish  

Thank you for your cooperation in this regard. 



 

    

  Tax Back Scheme 

(Ballyfin Parish) 
Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you 

support the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. 

We are deeply grateful.  
  

Donations to Ballyfin Parish of over €250 via the Parish envelopes have 

the potential to increase  your contribution to Parish funds by 31% 

through participation in the Tax Back Scheme.                                           

“Thank you” to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much            

appreciated.         

                                         

    In 2023, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented our Parish finances      

by almost € 23,000 

 

 If you are not, as yet, part of this scheme and would like more infor-

mation, please contact me at your convenience.  (Fr. Joe) 

 

 



 

    

  

 

 

 
 



  

 

 

 
 



  

"Darkness into Light" Walk   
Venue  

Irish Prison Service College, 

 Dublin Road, Portlaoise, 

 R32 NX53 

Date  Sat. 10th May 2025 

Start time  –  4.15am 

To register,  the address 

is www.darknessintolight.ie 



  

  
 

 
 



  

  
 

 
 



  

  
 

 
 



 

    

  

 

 

 
 



 

    

  

 

 

 
 



 

A very sincere  Thank You  

  to you and your family - 

 for your very generous support of  

and continued commitment  

to Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish  

Funds  

And 

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos 



 

 

Cemetery Masses  

in  

Mountrath  

Ballyfin  

Parishes  



 

 

Cemetery Masses 

2025 
Ballyfin Cemetery   Sun. 8th June    (2nd Sun. June)  

Mountrath Cemetery   Fri. 27th June  (Last Fri. Jun) 

Clonenagh   Fri. 11th July    (2nd Fri. July) 

Cemetery on Right   -  Mountrath to Portlaoise 

Clondarrig   Wed. 6th Aug.    (1st Wed. August) 

Boghlone   Wed. 3rd Sept.  (1st Wed. Sept)  
 

All Cemetery Masses commence at 7.00 pm  



 
Get Well Wishes 

 

We keep and hold in our Thoughts and Prayers,    

    People, their families and carers,                            

who are ill or unwell, at home,  

in Hospital or Nursing Home  

or undergoing any surgical or medical                       

procedures at this time. 

We wish you a speedy recovery  

 

 
 



 

Bingo  
every Monday night  

In St. Fintan’s Hall at 8pm.   

Come along and bring a friend.!! 



 

 

1st Holy 

 Communion 

(1st Eucharist)  

2025 
  
  
                         



 

   

  1st Holy Communion Days in 2025  

     Mass Dates and Times 
 

Gaelscoil Thromaire    Sunday 4th May 2025 

The Hollow Church  -  9.00 am 
 

Barnashrone National School    Sunday 4th May 2025 

St. Fintan’s Church, Ballyfin     Time   2.00 pm 
 

Scoil Bride, Mountrath.   

 St. Fintan’s Boys School, Mountrath 

Sunday 11th May 2025  St. Fintan’s Church, Mountrath  

 Time 11.30 am  
 

Ballyfin National School   

 Sunday 25th May 2025 

St. Fintan’s Church, Ballyfin      Time  2.00 pm                   



 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include 

your own name as the reference.  



 

Anniversary Masses  
Mountrath  Ballyfin Parishes 

 

 Sat. 3rd May 

To 

Sun.  11th May 

 
 

Lord, for your faithful people, 

Life is Changed, not ended 



                       

Ballyfin  Anniversaries   
Anniversary and Mass Times 

 

Fri. 2nd  to  Sun. 11th May  
Fri.  2nd May    7.30 pm     Requiem Mass for Pope Francis                                                                              

Sat. 3rd May   8.00 pm     Michael Newsome, Rossmore. 4th Anniv.      

.                                       Tom Greene,  Ross  9th  Anniv.                                                                        

Sun.  4th May  10.00 am   Mary Ann and Matthew Coss.            

Their son, Peter - daughter, Mary and her husband Pat Kelliher.               

.                   Elizabeth and Brian O’Donnell, Clonkeen                 .            

1st Holy Communion Day   Barnashrone National Sch. 2.00 pm                                                                       

Mon.  5th May 7.00 pm    Apostolate of Sanctification        

Fri.   9th May  5.00 pm    Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament                                                                          

Sat.  10th May 8.00 pm    Vigil Mass  4th  Sunday of Easter.                                                                                                            

Sun. 11th May. 10.00 am    4th Sun. of Easter                                                  

Mon. 12th May. 7.00 pm    Apostolate of Sanctification      

Lord, for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended                                



  Mountrath  Anniversaries  

Mass Times     Anniversaries     

Sat. 3rd    Sun. 4th May  
 

Mass times as listed below are for Mountrath Church unless otherwise indicated                                   
 

Sat.  3rd  May 7.00 pm   Michael (Mick) Boyhan.  Fr. O’Connor Cr. M.M. 

                                     Thomas Connor and Dorothy Connor, Cappagh 

                                     Thomas  53rd  Anniv    Dorothy 31st Anniv. 

                                     Seamus Fitzpatrick, Woodbrook. 

                                     And deceased family members 

                                     Thomas and Margaret Phelan, Shannon Rd.,  

                                     And deceased family members 

 Sun. 4th May  9.00 am   The Hollow Church   3rd Sun. of Easter 

1st Holy Communion Day with pupils of Gaelscoil Thromaire 

                      11.30 am   Tom Treacy, Woodbrook.  1st  Anniv. 

        Patrick (39th Anniv) and Ann Fitzpatrick, (11th Anniv) Clonbarrow 

                                       Kathleen Dollard, Forest.  
 

Continued on next page 



                  

 Mountrath  Anniversaries  

Mass Times     Anniversaries    
  

Mon. 5th  —  Sun. 11th May  
Mon.  5th May   10.00 am  Paddy Lowry, Kiln Lane     R.I.P. 

                                                            Funeral Mass    

Tues.  6th May  10.00 am      

Wed.  7th May   10.00 am    

Thurs. 8th May 10.00 am     

Fri.  9th   May   10.00 am   Altar List of the Dead. 

Sat.   10th May   7.00 pm   Jack Killeen, Fr. O’Connor Crescv.  

                                                           2nd Anniv. 

                                        Tom O’Brien, Factory St.,  11th Anniv. 

Sun.   11th May   9.00 am   The Hollow Church  4th Sun of Easter                                                                                                                

11.30 am    Brendan (Benny) Tynan, Ard Erin.  1st Anniv.        .              

1st Holy Communion Day with pupils of Scoil Bhride  

  And St. Fintan’s Boys School  
 



 
 

Parish  

Lottos 



 

 

Ballyfin Parish Lotto,  

Wed  30th  April 

Nos. Drawn   1   23   31   32  

No Jackpot Winner 

 6 Match 3 Winners   

Rec. € 167 each 

Next Week’s Jackpot   € 17,000 

Thank you for your continued  
and generous support of  

Ballyfin Parish Lotto. 



 

Mountrath Parish Lotto   Thurs.  1st May 

  Nos.  Drawn    2   9   22   29  

   No € 20,000 Jackpot Winner                           

11 Match 3 Winners  Rec. € 91 each 

1 Local Winner 

Eoin and Jardinia Grady   Promoter, Mary Costello 
 

 

Next Week’s Jackpot € 20,000 
 

 
 



 

A note of thanks  

  to everyone involved in 

 Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos   

 Organising Committees, Promoters,  

Shops and others who facilitate the sale                          

of Lotto Tickets 

 and most importantly,  

you,  

who purchase a Lotto ticket every week.  

 I extend a very sincere  “thank you”  

for your continued support and generousity. 



Mountrath Ballyfin Lottos 
 

Next Week’s  

 

Mountrath     € 20,000 

Ballyfin       € 17,000 



 

News From Around  

The Diocese 

 



 

 
Map of the  

Diocese of  

Kildare  

and  

Leighlin 



 
Events  

at  
Bloom HQ 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
Events  

at  
Bloom HQ 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Class of 90 Presents  
At Bloom HQ  

Table Quiz 
Thurs. 1st May  

Starts at 8.30 pm  

€ 10.00 per person 

Tables of 4  

All proceeds to Class of 90  

Restoration Project 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   Other  

News 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   Other  

News 





 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    





 
 

Special Kildare/Carlow Pilgrimage 

 (Limited availability) 

to Fatima EX Dublin Easter 2025 

 

Flying with TAP Airlines 

Also 13th June 2025 for Feast of Saint Anthony, 

13th  October 2025 for Miracle of Sun 

Contact James Treacy 061921470  

jamestreacyphotography@gmail.com 

 

 

                         Payment can be made by instalments  



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Parish  

Finances



 

Mountrath Parish    Statement of Account 2023 
 

 Income                                               Expenses 

Basket Collection       € 35,932.00                      Pastoral Programmes       € 721.00                     

Envelope Collection    € 33,378.00                      Insurance               € 38,065.00            

    Shrine Income              € 11,590.00                       Security                    € 503.00                            

Rental Income            € 30,890.00                      Light/Heat             € 23,349.00                              

Fundraising                  € 3,225 .00                      Cleaning        € 200.00                               

Donations                    € 71,400.00                      Rates/Water/Waste        € 579.00 

Tax Refunds/Rebate      € 3,121 .00                     Maintenance/Repairs  € 79,602.00     

Church Bookings             € 500.00                      Diocesan Levy             € 11,006.00 

Lotto Income                € 31,631.00                      Loan Interest                        € 3.00 

Office                           € 1,899 .00                       Bank Charges       € 926.00 

Deposit Interest    € 36.00                      Diocesan Retire’t Fund   € 1,000 00 

Other Income              € 2,984 .00                      Printing/Missallettes    € 9,233.00 

                                       Altar/Shrine             € 10,616.00 

  Total:                       € 226,586.00                    Telephone/Broadband      € 600.00 

                                       Computer/servicing    € 5,051.00 

                                       Accountancy Fees      € 540.00 

                                       Youth/Community            € 260.00 

                                        Hire of Equipment      € 1,141.00 

                                        Music/Choir       € 250.00 

                                        Legal/Professional      € 828.00 

                                        Donations               € 1,700.00 
                                       

                                         Total:                 € 186,173.00        

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous  



  

 

 

Ballyfin Parish    Third Party Collections 2024   

 

   Retired Priests       €   1,525.00            

   Peter’s  Pence           €  852.00  

   World Mission           €   1,123.00           

    Trocaire                   €  2,462.96  

Collection for Gaza (Good Friday)  € 500.00           

  Total      € 6462.96    

 

I wish to thank you for your support of the work of Trocaire, 

the Missions, Peter’s Pence Collection and the Retired Priests 

Fund throughout the year .     

   



 

Mountrath Parish    Statement of Account 2023 
 

 Income                                               Expenses 

Basket Collection       € 35,932.00                      Pastoral Programmes       € 721.00                     

Envelope Collection    € 33,378.00                      Insurance               € 38,065.00            

    Shrine Income              € 11,590.00                       Security                    € 503.00                            

Rental Income            € 30,890.00                      Light/Heat             € 23,349.00                              

Fundraising                  € 3,225 .00                      Cleaning        € 200.00                               

Donations                    € 71,400.00                      Rates/Water/Waste        € 579.00 

Tax Refunds/Rebate      € 3,121 .00                     Maintenance/Repairs  € 79,602.00     

Church Bookings             € 500.00                      Diocesan Levy             € 11,006.00 

Lotto Income                € 31,631.00                      Loan Interest                        € 3.00 

Office                           € 1,899 .00                       Bank Charges       € 926.00 

Deposit Interest    € 36.00                      Diocesan Retire’t Fund   € 1,000 00 

Other Income              € 2,984 .00                      Printing/Missallettes    € 9,233.00 

                                       Altar/Shrine             € 10,616.00 

  Total:                       € 226,586.00                    Telephone/Broadband      € 600.00 

                                       Computer/servicing    € 5,051.00 

                                       Accountancy Fees      € 540.00 

                                       Youth/Community            € 260.00 

                                        Hire of Equipment      € 1,141.00 

                                        Music/Choir       € 250.00 

                                        Legal/Professional      € 828.00 

                                        Donations               € 1,700.00 
                                       

                                         Total:                 € 186,173.00        

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous  

support of Mountrath Parish        



 

Mountrath Parish   

Third Party Collections 2024   
 

   Retired Priests         €   530.00            

   Peter’s  Pence           €  550.00  

   World Mission            €   615.00           

    Trocaire                  €  2, 615.00 

Collection for Gaza (Good Friday)  € 390.00           

  Total      € 4,700.00  

 

I wish to thank you for your support of the work of Trocaire, 

the Missions, Peter’s Pence Collection and the Retired Priests 

Fund throughout the year .     

 


